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The Plan
Research presentation by Dr. Joseph Kahne 

Discussion with Drs. Katherine Fry and Paul Mihailidis 

Key resources for teaching the presidency in the 
digital age 

Q&A and Discussion
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Dr. Katherine Fry 
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Civic Education in a Partisan Age
Joseph Kahne   
University of California, Riverside 

Ben Bowyer 
Santa Clara University 
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Strong partisanship can bias 
reasoning

Confirmation Bias 

Prior Attitude Effect 

Disconfirmation Bias



Strong partisanship can distort 
reasoning

Rather	than	evidence	helping	to	shape	judgments	
of	policy	posi7ons	or	par7san	beliefs,			

One’s	policy	posi7ons	and	par7san	beliefs	shape	
judgments	of	evidence	and	arguments.		

One	result:	people	don’t	just	disagree	about	what	
to	do	–	they	come	to	disagree	about	basic	facts.



In addition to not agreeing on what to do 
about a problem, can supporters of 

Clinton and Trump agree on basic facts? 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Costs of partisan disagreements over basic 
facts, evidence and the logic of arguments

Ra7onal	discourse	and	debate	suffers	

Winning,	but	not	learning	becomes	the	goal	

Respect	for	others	diminishes	

Legi7macy	of	democracy	suffers



“Don’t believe 
everything you 
read on the 
internet just 
because there’s a 
picture with a 
quote next to it.” 

       

 -Abraham Lincoln



Why	bias	may	be	exacerbated	by	the	Digital	Age	

Expanded choice § Confirmation bias
§ Echo chambers

Individuals circulate 
and produce


§ Production may be unrelated to 
accuracy and expertise!

Diminished vetting


§ Fewer supports for ensuring accuracy
§ Easier to post misinformation!



Circulation and production is 
significantly different in the digital age



The YPP Survey
Wave II: July through November 2013 

2,343 youth ages 15-27 

Online survey provided opportunity to 
embed an experiment that randomly 
exposed respondents to political content



Findings
Alignment with prior beliefs, better predictor of 
judging something as accurate than whether 
the post was accurate. 

Those with more political knowledge were not 
more likely to identify accurate posts. 

Those who had media literacy education were 
more likely to distinguish between accurate and 
inaccurate posts.



Implications for Education 



For more information, visit
hCp://civicsurvey.org



Dr. Paul Mihailidis 
Emerson College

Dr. Katherine Fry 
Brooklyn College

Discussants



Preparing Students for  
College, Career, and Civic Life 







Learning about elections and voting increases the likelihood 
that students will become habitual voters.  Close Up 

curriculum is designed to teach about voting and the policy 
issues surrounding elections to help students be informed 

participants in democracy. 









EDUCATION



Dear Mr. President



www.reaganfoundation.org/education/curriculum-and-resources/resources/dear-mr-president/



Empowering teachers with effective and engaging resources to 
develop the next generation of citizens



Game 

Executive Command 

Lesson plans 

Cabinet Building 

Presidential Agenda 

First 100 Days 

SCOTUS Nomination 

Infographic 

6 Roles of the Presidency

Resources for the presidency in the digital age



https://www.icivics.org/games/executivecommand 



COMING SOON! 
https://www.icivics.org/CommandTheExecutive 

Lesson plans 

Cabinet Building 

Presidential Agenda 

First 100 Days 

SCOTUS Nomination 

Infographic 

6 Roles of the Presidency





Join the Conversation

facebook.com/icivics 

@iCivics 

emma.humphries@icivics.org 

@iCivics 
#CommandTheExecutive

http://facebook.com/icivics




http://www.pbs.org/newshour/extra/tag/media-literacy/



 www.pbs.org/newshour/extra/lessons_plans/lesson-plan-how-to-teach-your-students-about-fake-news/ 
 







Q&A and Discussion



How do we tackle the 
presidency 


in this everchanging, 
unpredictable, and 

conflict-ridden digital 
environment? 



Thank you!



#EducateToParticipate



www.teachingfordemocracy.org

Visit our website!


